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Cain 
BATALLION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 


December 20, 2001. The time is 1057 hours 

and this is Battalion Chief Steven King from 

Safety Battalion FDNY. I'm conducting an 

interview with Fire Marshal Michael Cain, who 

is assigned to the DFI SOC command, our 
technical services unit. This interview is 

regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Mike, you can start whenever you're ready. 

A. I got to work about a little before 
8:00 o'clock that morning. I was in my office 
checking out some of my cameras and straightening up 
my office when one of the other Fire Marshals, Jim 
Murphy, said there was a fire in the Trade Center 
and it was a fifth alarm already. 

I went over to his office, which faces the 
World Trade Center and I had my digital camera with 
me and I looked out the window and I could see the 
fire. I took a few pictures of it and then my 
supervisors were saying where we were going to go 
over there. This was a fifth alarm already so I 
went back to my -- I thought a minute and I said, 
You Know what? I better set up a video camera in 


the window here. So I went to my office. I gota 
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video camera with a couple of tapes. I set it up on 
the tripod in the window facing the Trade Center 
enclosing the top of -- the top, more like where the 
cash area was and I started the tape and as I was 
getting my fire gear ready looking out the window 
again, when we saw the second plane crash into the 
second tower. I left the tape running and I knew it 
was not an accident, you know, that this happened. 
So I gave Jim Murphy a little instruction on how to 
change the tape and he left the tape running. 

I went with Bobby Burns and Mike Starace, we 
got in the car and we went over the Brooklyn Bridge. 
We went down underneath the -- down to the West Side 
Highway, came up West Street. We parked on West 
Street and I guess about Albany, West Street and 
Albany, got out of the car and started going up West 
Street and there were body parts in the street. The 
plane wheel was in the street. You could see the 
plane in the building. We went to about West 
Street, in front of -- West and Liberty, just before 
the pedestrian bridge where Chief McCay wanted to 
gather us all together just before we went to the 
command post. Then the Chief said to get my camera. 


I went back to the car, I got the camera out of the 
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car. Bobby Burns went back to the car with me and 
as I got back up towards Liberty and on West Street 
Bobby Burns yelled to me, "run." I looked up. I 
took a few pictures as I saw the building start to 
collapse, I started running back towards like Albany 
and Carlyle streets and stopped again and I looked, 
I took a few more pictures and I knew I wasn't going 
to outrun this thing so I just ran and hid behind -- 
a found an ambulance. I just waited and the smoke 
caught up with me and I could hear the beams and the 
rocks, you know, pieces of rock would hit me on the 
helmet and I just hid behind the ambulance. It 
seemed like forever. 

You know, I was in the truck company for a long 
time and when you go in through a search you look 
for that peek on the floor, that 2 inches that you 
always have the clear air and, you know, you can see 
your victim. I get down on the floor and I'm 
looking for that clean air and there ain't nothing. 
You Know, I just stuck my head in my coat. Lucky I 
had my fire coat and helmet on and I just waited 
until what seemed like forever for the smoke to 
clear. 


When the smoke started to clear I ran back 
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towards the collapse zone, because I knew the rest 
of the guys were over there and when I got there the 
rigs were on fire, the pumper was on fire, the 
Ladder company was on fire. 

I met up with supervisor Dave Lynn. You 
couldn't get through because of the pedestrian 
bridge, it was filled with debris. There was nobody 
on our side of the bridge that was hurt, so what I 
did was I made my way around the bridge down Albany 
Street, I guess, and down past the esplanade and 
then I started my way up towards the Yacht -- the 
North Cove Yacht Harbor and by the time I made it up 
there I almost made it to West Street again and all 
the E.S.U. cops were running towards me and towards 
everybody yelling, "Run." And I heard that 
distinctive sound again. The sound of the building 
collapse. I could see it collapsing and I started 
to run back towards the sea wall and as I was 
passing the sea wall, the Jersey State Police had a 
launch in the Cove Harbor and he was trying to pull 
out, but the bow line was still attached to the 
tire. You know, where they tie the boat up. 

And I passed it by and then I looked up and the 


building and I said, "Oh, I can make it back there." 
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He cut the engine and I was able to make it back to 
whatever they call the metal thing they put the rope 
around and I was able to get it off. He had enough 
slack and I just through to the launch, the cop on 
the launch and I guess they made it out of the cove, 
because they had wounded people on the boat. And I 
ran back towards the sea wall and when I got there 
the smoke came again but it didn't stay as long. 
Because there was a big breeze that came off of the 
water there that pushed it back. 

Then we just made our way to West Street, just 
looking for whatever -- anybody that was there. 
Then we grouped up and found people and regrouped 
back up at the marshal's with Chief McCay and 
everything. We went back. They had a temporary 
command post down by where the old Pier 1 was. We 
had Dr. Kelly back there and everybody else and then 
we all moved the command post up, just up to the 
college. I guess it was the college. We went back 
to the college. We did different things for the 
next 59, 59 hours. 

Q. That concludes your interview? 

A. Yes. 


BATALLION CHIEF KING: The time is 1105 
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hours and the interview with Fire Marshal 


Michael Cain is concluded. 


